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1. AT MEETING WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY NEWSOM NOV. 23, LOUIS 
CABOT, CHAIRMAN AND ROBERT CHARPIE, PRESIDENT CABOT CORP. 
SAID THEY WOULD BE IN ALGIERS END OF THIS WEEK FOR FURTHER 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH SONATRACH ON RESTORATION GAS SHIPMENTS. 
THEY ARE CONFIDENT THAT GOA FULLY APPRECIATES ROLE OF 
DISTRIGAS AS TEST CASE FOR LNG IMPORTS FROM ALGERIA, AND 
THAT GOA WILL ATTEMPT PROVE RELIABILITY AS SUPPLIER BY 
EXPEDITING SHIPMENT. 

2. ACCORDING TO CABOT AND CHARPIE, THERE IS NO WAY SKIKDA 
LINES 2 AND 3 CAN BE REPAIRED PRIOR DECEMBER 20, AND AFTER 
THAT IT WILL TAKE 8 TO TEN DAYS BEFORE LOADING CAN START. 
ALGERIAN-OWNED TANKER WHICH GAZ DE FRANCE HAS BEEN USING 
TO LIFT LNG MUST GO INTO DRYDOCK FOR INSPECTION BY DEC. 
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TEMPORARY CHARTER TO FRENCH FIRM UNTIL DEC. 27, RETURNS 
TO DISTRIGAS CONTROL AFTER THAT DATE. NEW TANKER DESTINED 
FOR GAZ DE FRANCE PROBABLY WILL NOT BE LAUNCHED UNTIL 
MARCH. THUS, FRENCH WILL BE UNABLE TO LIFT LNG AFTER DEC. 

27. CABOT AND CHARPIE INTEND PROPOSE TO SONATRACH THAT IT 
DIVERT TO DISTRIGAS ONE OF SHIPMENTS INTENDED FOR GAZ DE 
FRANCE BEFORE JANUARY 1 . LACK OF FRENCH SHIPPING WOULD 

PROVIDE ALGERIANS WITH PLAUSIBLE JUSTIFICATION FOR 
DIVERSION. 

3. ALTERNATIVE SUGGESTION IS THAT DISTRIGAS TRY TO CHARTER 
88,000 CUBIC METER NORWEGIAN LNG TANKER "NORMAN LADY" TO 
LIFT CARGO OF LNG FROM SKIKDA'S ONE OPERATING LINE ASAP 
AND UNLOAD PART OF IT AT FOS AND REST IN US. THIS WOULD 
HAVE ADVANTAGE OF PARTIALLY SATISFYING FRENCH NEEDS AND 
INCLUDE FACE-SAVING MEASURE FOR ALGERIANS IF THEY ARE 
CONCERNED ABOUT SHIPPING LNG TO US DURING OIL EMBARGO. 
"DESCARTES" COULD BE USED TO DELIVER SIMILAR SPLIT SHIP- 
MENT BUT QUANTITIES WOULD BE CONSIDERABLY LESS. 

4. CABOT/CHARPIE INQUIRED WHETHER USINT MIGHT SOUND OUT 
SONATRACH CONTACTS ON ABOVE PROPOSALS, PRIOR TO START OF 
THEIR OWN NEGOTIATIONS, EMPHASIZING IMPORTANCE RESUMPTION 
LNG SHIPMENTS TO CURRENT FPC HEARINGS AND FUTURE US- 
ALGERIAN LNG PROJECTS. 

5. USINT IS REQUESTED TO MAKE THE SUGGESTED LOW KEY 
APPROACH TO SONATRACH IF, IN ITS OPINION, SUCH AN 
APPROACH WOULD BE USEFUL. 

KISSINGER 
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